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NAIROBI FOR A/SECRETARY DAVIS FROM AMBASSADOR HUMMEL 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: OVIPPFORETUS 

SUBJECT: TRAVEL OF A/SECRETARY DAVIS: ETHIOPIA 

1. FON MIN KIFLE WODAJO HAS JUST TELEPHONED ME. HE SAID THAT 
"PRESSURE OF BUSINESS" HERE HAS CAUSED HIM TO CANCEL HIS TRIP 
TO LOURENCO MARQUES FOR JUNE 25 INDEPENDENCE CEREMONIES. HE 
SAID THAT HE WOULD WELCOME YOUR VISIT IF YOU CAN STILL MAKE IT. 

2. I UNDERTOOK TO INFORM YOU OF THIS DEVELOPMENT. I ASKED 
WHETHER YOU COULD SEE THE CHAIRMAN OF THE PMAC IF YOU CAME. 
HE REPLIED THAT CHAIRMAN HAD NOT YET BEEN ASKED. 

3. I RECOMMEND YOU ACCEPT FONMIN'S INVITATION TO REINSTATE 
YOUR VISIT, IF AT ALL POSSIBLE. 

4. REASONS FOR THIS REVERSAL REMAIN UNCLAS TO US AT PRESENT. 

WE ESTIMATE THAT VARIOUS PRESSURES MAY HAVE CAUSED FONMIN TO 
REVERSE HIMSELF. IN ADDITION TO THE PRESS OF OTHER ISSUES 
UNRELATED TO THE U.S., AND TO WHICH THE FONMIN HAS REFERRED, 
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(A) PRESSURE FROM KENYANS. KENYAN AMBASSADOR HERE 
WAS QUITE UPSET WHEN TOLD YOU WERE SKIPPING ETHIOPIA THIS 
TRIP BECAUSE OF FONMIN'S ABSENCE IN MOZAMBIQUE. HE THOUGHT 
THAT THIS COULD WELL BE MISREAD, NOTABLY IN MOGADISCIO AND 
MOSCOW, AS EVIDENCE OF DETERIORATING US-ETHIOPIAN RELATIONS, 

WITH DESTABILIZING EFFECT. 

(B) GREATER CONCERN ABOUT THE POSSIBILITY OF OFFENDING 
THE USG IN VIEW OF THE TOUGHER LINE I TOOK WITH KIFLE ON 
HANNA JUNE 21 AND THE NEWS I THEN GAVE HIM OF THE 
REDUCTION IN THE PEACE CORPS PROGRAM. 

(C) ALTERNATIVELY, THE FONMIN'S POSSIBLE CALCULATION THAT 
YOUR PRESENCE AND HIS MIGHT HELP IN CONVINCING THE DIRG NOT 

REPEAT NOT TO PRESS FOR THE FILING OF ESPIONAGE CHARGES AGAINST HANNA 


5. GIVEN FONMIN'S DECISION IT SEEMS LIKELY THAT CHAIRMAN WILL 
AGREE TO RECEIVE YOU IF YOU CAN COME. HOWEVER, AS DIRG IS FINAL 
ARBITER, WE PERFORCE MUST ACCEPT SOME UNCERTAINTY ON THIS 
POINT, AS WELL AS ON POSSIBLE OAU APPOINTMENTS. 

6. PLEASE ADVISE SOONEST. 

HUMMEL 
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